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The US trucking industry is concerned about provisions in the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) that would allow drivers to move cargoes across the border. The International
Brotherhood of Teamsters has raised concern the NAFTA provisions will facilitate replacement
of US truckers with Mexican nationals. Mexican drivers earn the equivalent of US$2.00 per hour,
compared with a pay rate of about US$16.00 for US truckers. Some aspects of NAFTA are also
unfavorable to the US trucking companies. These companies will not be allowed to buy a controlling
interest in Mexican carriers until the end of the century, slowing efforts by companies not already
doing business in that market to gain a quick foothold in Mexico. Under the accord, Mexico is
also allowed to retain a ban on extra-long trucks, which are increasingly used by US carriers and
large corporations. Mexican officials contend the trucks have a greater potential to be packed with
extra-heavy loads, threatening some of Mexico's aging bridges. Despite these obstacles, the US
trucking industry overall supports NAFTA because of the potential for an expansion of trade along
the US-Mexico border. Currently, more than 80% of the goods reaching the border are carried by
truck. Transportation analysts suggest such factors as continued immigration restrictions, language
barriers and bilateral differences in the organization of trucking operations will limit cross-border
hauling. The analysts have predicted arrangements will be made for Mexican truckers to carry cargo
as far as the border and transfer the load to US carriers. (Source: New York Times, 01/05/93)
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